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IMPORTANT DATES

15 June 2012

EXTENDED
DEADLINE

Abstracts submission deadline

31 July 2012

Abstracts acceptance deadline

31 August 2012

Early registration fee deadline

26 October 2012

Hotel registration deadline
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SECOND ANNOUNCEMENT

THE WORLD ASSOCIATION FOR PSYCHOSOCIAL REHABILITATION
The World Association for Psychosocial Rehabilitation (WAPR), established in 1986 in France, has seen a steady
growth in the last two decades. This bears testimony to the recognition of the importance of prevention and
reduction of social disability as a framework for the care of people with severe mental disorders, as well as those
who have suffered from psychosocial problems as a result of extreme life experiences.
In 1996 WAPR and the World Health Organization (WHO) jointly issued a “consensus statement” which defined
psychosocial rehabilitation as a strategy that facilitates the opportunity for individuals impaired or disabled
by mental disorder to reach their optimal level of functioning in the community, by improving individuals’
competencies and introducing environmental changes.
Today this concept of psychosocial rehabilitation has come of age and WAPR continues to bring to its programs
and activities the rigor of scientific inquiry and field experiences that is marked by a humanistic view, the
empowerment of persons struggling for a better quality of care and meaning in their lives, with equal attention to
the social and political context within which these programs are conducted.
Membership to WAPR is open not only to mental health professionals, but administrators, policymakers,
consumers and their relatives, advocates for mental health, researchers from various disciplines, including those
involved in the evolving field of neuroscience. Hence, WAPR is a multidisciplinary scientific association as well
as an advocacy group calling for the reduction of stigma against anything “mental” and more importantly the
empowerment of those who have suffered from such negative discrimination. WAPR provides a forum for all
stakeholders to discuss updated and relevant issues concerning sustained mental health care and psychosocial
rehabilitation and to share experiences in the implementation of clinical and community programs of psychosocial
care, in the formulation of policies and in research.
Today WAPR is recognized as a non-governmental organization with consultative status with the World
Health Organization, the United Nations Economic and Social Council and the International Labor Office. It
also maintains close relations with the European Commission, the African Rehabilitation Institute and many
other agencies worldwide It has many branches representing the six regions of the world consistent with the
classification of the WHO. It therefore speaks to a worldwide audience able therefore, to reach those from low
income as well as high income countries.
We look forward to your joining us during our 11th World Congress in Milan Italy where the theme focuses on
changes in ideas, practices and services.
Lourdes Ladrido-Ignacio
WAPR President
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FOREWORD
It is a great pleasure for me to extend you a warm invitation to attend the 11th Congress of World Association for
Psychosocial Rehabilitation (WAPR), to be held in Milan on 10-13 November 2012.
The Congress title is Change thinking change practice change services In this congress original foundations, past
developments, current vision and future prospects of long-term care and rehabilitation of people experiencing severe
mental disorders will be critically reviewed. The scientific program will follow the rich tradition of WAPR past
congresses held since 1986.
The program will include:
Keynote lectures in which leading experts from various disciplines and speakers with lived experience of mental
health problems will provide a comprehensive and updated view of the most significant aspects of treatment and care
of mental disorders.
Meet the expert in which an expert in a specific area will be available for an 1-hr intensive discussion on a
selected topic where participants can pose questions or ask for advice.
Plenary sessions matching the theme of the day in which invited speakers will contribute with a short statement
and then debate with discussants on a panel to give a lively exchanges of ideas.
Symposia focused on specific issues to spread out perspectives of research and practice, with an active interaction
between speakers and participants.
‘What’s new’ workshops in which experts will present new research findings or innovative approaches to
practice.
Oral presentations providing an opportunity to participants to present the results of their research or their views
on topics of interest to a worldwide audience.
Satellite symposia fostering the partnership with a variety of organizations operating in the field of mental health
care.
Poster sessions providing an opportunity for participants to meet the presenters, exchange ideas and contact for further
collaboration.
Movie sessions to show videos and other multimedia products related to the experiences of people with mental
disorders and to the practices of psychosocial rehabilitation.
Oral and poster presentations will be selected from the abstracts submitted by participants, based on the
assessment by expert reviewers.
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As in previous WAPR congresses, keynote speakers and participants will represent countries from the five
continents and will include all stakeholders involved in mental health care: clinicians and researchers from various
disciplines, such as psychiatry, psychology, nursing, occupational therapy, social sciences; administrators and
policymakers; consumers and informal caregivers; members of voluntary organizations and advocacy groups.
Reduced fees, travel and accommodation grants will help those who may find covering expenses for participation
difficult: students, young researchers, consumers and caregivers, people from low income countries.
Milan is in the heart of Europe and can be easily reached from all over the world. It is a multifaceted city, with a
glamorous past and an exciting present. Because of its history and geographical position, it will act as a perfect
background for the 2012 congress. With its historical buildings and art treasures, such as Leonardo’s Last Supper,
and with some of the world’s finest attractions within a short distance, it will offer to the participants a memorable
atmosphere. But Milan is not only a classical destination, it is a city in ferment, undergoing an urban re-design. It
will host the Universal Expo in 2015 and will therefore become in the next few years a crossroads of cultural and
scientific initiatives.
We are expecting between 1000 and 1500 participants, therefore we selected the Convention Center of Milan City
Fair as congress venue. The Center facilities, including a suitable exhibition space, will easily accommodate the
highly diversified scientific program and the large number of participants that will characterize the congress.
We are honoured to host the WAPR 11th congress and we are looking forward to meeting you in Milan in 2012.
Angelo Barbato
Congress President
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THE CONGRESS
The 11th Congress of World Association for Psychosocial Rehabilitation has the aims to present and discuss
innovative ideas and practices in the treatment and care of severe mental disorders and related disabilities. The
congress title – Change thinking, change practices, change services - refers to the deep scientific and practical
crisis of psychiatry, faced everyday with hard challenges going beyond the boundaries of a medical discipline and
raising political, social, ethical and scientific questions.
The need to base psychiatric interventions on scientific evidence on one hand and practical needs and rights of
users and families rights on the other hand, calls for important changes in psychiatric knowledge, in practices and
in the services offered to patients. Psychosocial rehabilitation, as usual in mental health care, is at the crossroads
where of scientific rigor meets ethical commitment and the ability to give technically adequate, satisfying, fair
answers to people’s suffering.
For these reasons, the congress will address three broad areas of interest:
Scientific knowledge and need for enhanced consistency between practice and evidence. Research needs to find
new routes either in its aims and methods. The congress will therefore look into involving users’ in formulating
research hypotheses, trans-cultural aspects of research, and new prospects opened up by the most recent findings
on resilience and recovery.
Practice, innovative interventions and effects on organization of services. Interventions must be prompt and
effective and involve primary health services, as well as promoting community networks, and respond to
challenges from the most vulnerable and marginal parts of the populations. Congress topics will therefore include
diagnosis and early treatment, rehabilitation and community care, social networks and employment strategies.
Ethics, users’ and families’ advocacy, and empowerment of users. The relations between human rights and
psychosocial rehabilitations will be discussed, and users will talk about their empowerment experiences. The United
Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities will be a basic reference.
The Congress has a WAPR Scientific Committee, presided by WAPR President Lourdes Ladrido Ignacio and
an International Advisory Committee including experts from various disciplines representing different socioeconomic and cultural settings, and balanced by gender and geographical area.
I am confident that the 11th WAPR World Congress will give a meaningful and innovative contribution to the
global debate on mental health, its social determinants, and the fairest and most effective ways to meet the needs
of people with psychosocial disabilities.
Benedetto Saraceno
Chairman of the International Advisory Committee
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COMMITTEES
WAPR PRESIDENT
Lourdes Ladrido Ignacio, Philippines
WAPR SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE
President Elect
Afzal Javed, United Kingdom
Immediate Past-President
Michael Madianos, Greece
Vice Presidents
Stelios Stylianidis, Greece
Thyloth Murali, India
Secretary General
Ricardo Guinea, Spain
Deputy-Secretary General
Tae Yeon Hwang, South Korea
Treasurer
Eugenio Ladrido, Philippines
PAST PRESIDENTS
Oliver Wilson, United Kingdom
Gaston Harnois, Canada
Martin Gittelman, USA
Benedetto Saraceno, Switzerland
M. Parameshvara Deva, Malaysia
Jacques Dubuis, France
Zebulon Taintor, USA
Angelo Barbato, Italy

BOARD
Germana Agnetti, Italy
Nadira Barkallil, Morocco
Loraine Barnaby, Jamaica
Marit Borg, Norway
Usman Rasheed Chaudhry, Pakistan
Corazon de Leon, Philippines
Marina Economou, Greece
Marianne Farkas, USA
Alberto Fergusson, Colombia
Bernard Jacob, Belgium
Muhammad Nasar Sayeed Khan, Pakistan
Anne Grethe Klunderud, Norway
Ida Kosza, Hungary
Antonio Maone, Italy
Humberto Martinez Gonzales, Cuba
Nalaka Mendis, Sri Lanka
Roger Montenegro, Argentina
Monique Mucheru, Kenya
Khalid Mufti, Pakistan
Ibrahim Murad, Palestine
Arouna Ouédraogo, Burkina Faso
Ana Maria Fernandes Pitta, Brazil
Frances Priester, USA
Shahid Quraishi, United Kingdom
V.K. Radhakrishnan, India
Gabriele Rocca, Italy
Alok Sarin, India
Naotaka Shinfuku, Japan
Paul Sidandi, Botswana
Pichet Udomratn, Thailand
René Van der Male, Netherlands
Lorraine Walla, USA
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COMMITTEES
CONGRESS PRESIDENT
Angelo Barbato, Italy
STEERING COMMITTEE
Gabriele Rocca, Chair
Angelo Fioritti, Co-Chair
Anna Meneghelli, Co-Chair
Paola Carozza, Secretary
Ernesto Muggia, Treasurer
Members
Germana Agnetti
Renata Bracco
Roberto Bosio
Massimo Casacchia
Angelo Cocchi
Marco D’Alema
Giorgio De Isabella
Arcadio Erlicher
Anna Felcher
Luigi Ferrannini
Andrea Gaddini
José Mannu
Antonio Maone
Antonio Mastroeni
Umberto Mazza
Paolo Michielin
Davide Motto
Alberto Parabiaghi
Dolores Pisapia
Edoardo Re
Augusto Righi
Rita Roncone
Elisabetta Rossi
Alberto Taverna
Donatella Ussorio
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COMMITTEES
INTERNATIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Benedetto Saraceno, Chair
Michaela Amering, Austria
Sonia Barros, Brazil
Max Birchwood, United Kingdom
John Bowis, United Kingdom
Sharon Brintnell, Canada
José Miguel Caldas de Almeida, Portugal
Luis Salvador Carulla, Spain
Massimo Clerici, Italy
Hugo Cohen, Argentina
Mary Ellen Copeland, USA
Bhargavi Davar, India
Larry Davidson, USA
Pedro Gabriel Godinho Delgado, Brazil
Renzo De Stefani, Italy
Russell D’Souza, Australia
Teresa Di Fiandra, Italy
David Fowler, United Kingdom
John Gale, United Kingdom
Silvio Garattini, Italy
Elisabeth Giraud-Baro, France
François Grasset, Switzerland
Felipe Gross, Chile
Guizhong Yao, China
Marc Habib, France
Courtenay Harding, USA
Edvard Hauff, Norway
Helen Herrman, Australia
Frank Holloway, United Kingdom
Susannah Howard, United Kingdom
Vicky Huehn, Canada
Lars Jacobsson, Sweden
Helen Killaspy, United Kingdom
John Kummer, Switzerland
Christian Laval, France
Itzhak Levav, Israel
Robert P. Liberman, USA
Crick Lund, South Africa
Mario Maj, Italy

Members

Patrick McGorry, Australia
Brian Martindale, United Kingdom
Céline Mercier, Canada
Roberto Mezzina, Italy
Paolo Migone, Italy
Masafumi Mizuno, Japan
Driss Moussaoui, Morocco
Masaaki Murakami, Japan
Mary Nettle, United Kingdom
Mary O’Hagan, New Zealand
David Oaks, USA
Liliana Paganizzi, Argentina
Vikram Patel, India
Dainius Puras, Lithuania
John Read, New Zealand
Jean-Luc Roelandt, France
Alan Rosen, Australia
Wulf Rössler, Switzerland
Achmat Moosa Salie, South Africa
Domingos Savio do Nascimento, Brazil
Shekhar Saxena, WHO
Tom Shakespeare, WHO
Tytti Solantaus, Finland
Felicitas Soriano, Philippines
Michael Stark, Germany
Sigrid Steffen, Austria
John Talbott, USA
Michele Tansella, Italy
Dan Taylor, Ghana
Rangaswamy Thara, India
Graham Thornicroft, United Kingdom
Francisco Torres Gonzalez, Spain
Robert Van Vooren, The Netherlands
Lakshmi Vijayakumar, India
Deborah Wan, Hong Kong
Wang Xiandong, China
Richard Warner, USA
Yizhuang Zou, China
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SCIENTIFIC SECRETARIAT

Barbara D’Avanzo, Coordinator
Germana Agnetti, Anna Felcher, Werner Natta, Alberto Parabiaghi, Elena Petruzzelli, Martine Vallarino

Mario Negri Institute for Pharmacological Research
Laboratory of Epidemiology and Social Psychiatry
Via La Masa 19, 20156 Milan, Italy
Phone +39 02 39014431
Fax +39 02 39014300
E-mail waprcongress2012@marionegri.it
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KEY TOPICS
• Advances in drug treatments
• Caregivers support
• Cross-cultural issues
• Early detection and intervention
• Empowerment
• Epidemiological and ecological studies
• Evidence-based psychosocial interventions
• Funding of mental health care
• Good practices and practice guidelines
• Housing
• Human rights
• Integration of pharmacological and psychosocial interventions
• Media and communication strategies
• Mental health care in low resource settings
• Mental health services research
• Non-professional care
• Political social and cultural context of mental health care
• Psychosocial rehabilitation in primary care
• Psychosocial rehabilitation of offenders
• Rehabilitation and psychotherapy
• Recovery and resilience
• Residential care
• Role of non-governmental organizations
• Self-help and user-run services
• Social determinants of mental disorders
• Social inclusion
• Stakeholders, partnerships and social networks
• Stigma
• UN Convention of rights of people with disabilities
• User involvement in research
• WHO Classification of Functioning Disability and Health
• Work and employment
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INVITED SPEAKERS
Clive Adams
Nottingham University, United Kingdom

Pedro Gabriel Godinho Delgado
Federal University of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

Germana Agnetti
Insegnamento e Ricerca Individuo e Sistemi, Milan, Italy

Giuseppe Dell’Acqua
Azienda per i Servizi Sanitari, Trieste, Italy

Michaela Amering
Medical University of Vienna, Austria

Marianne Farkas
Boston University, USA

Ricardo Araya
University of Bristol ,United Kingdom

Alberto Fergusson
Instituto para la Autorehabilitación Acompañada,
Bogotá, Colombia

Angelo Barbato
Mario Negri Institute for Pharmacological Research,
Milan, Italy
Nadira Barkallil
Al Balsam, Association des parents et amis des personnes
en souffrance psychique, Rabat, Morocco
Andreas Bechdolf
University of Cologne, Germany
Jerome Bickenbach
University of Lucerne, Switzerland
Max Birchwood
University of Birmingham, United Kingdom

Angelo Fioritti
Azienda Unità Sanitaria Locale, Bologna, Italy
Silvio Garattini
Mario Negri Institute for Pharmacological Research, Milan, Italy
Elisabeth Giraud-Baro
Centre Hospitalier Alpes-Isère, Saint-Egrève, France
Gabor Gombos
Mental Disability Advocacy Center, Budapest, Hungary
Ricardo Guinea
Hospital de Día Madrid, Spain

Wilma Boevink
Trimbos Institute, Utrecht, The Netherlands

Bernard Jacob
Association Interrégionale de Guidance et de Santé,
Vottem, Belgium

Luis Salvador Carulla
University of Sydney, Australia

Anne Grethe Klunderud
Mental Health Norway, Skien, Norway

Massimo Casacchia
Università de L’Aquila, Italy

Afzal Javed
The Medical Centre, Nuneaton, United Kingdom

Claudina Cayetano
Ministry of Health, Belmopan, Belize

Dovile Juodkaite
Lithuanian Disability Forum, Vilnius, Lithuania
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INVITED SPEAKERS
Lourdes Ladrido Ignacio
University of the Philippines, Manila, Philippines

Gabriele Rocca
Azienda Sanitaria Locale Monza e Brianza, Italy

Christian Laval
Université Lyon 2, France

Benedetto Saraceno
Global Initiative on Psychiatry, Hilversum, The Netherlands

Stefan Leucht
University Hospital, Munich, Germany

Alok Sarin
Sitaram Bhartia Institute of Science and Research, Delhi, India

Crick Lund
University of Cape Town, South Africa

Shekhar Saxena
World Health Organization, Geneva, Switzerland

Michael Madianos
University of Athens, Greece

Mike Slade
King’s College, London, United Kingdom

Antonio Maone
Azienda Sanitaria Locale Roma A, Italy

Thomas Shakespeare
World Health Organization, Geneva, Switzerland

Patrick McGorry
University of Melbourne, Australia

Stelios Stylianidis
Panteion University, Athens, Greece

Mario Maj
Seconda Università di Napoli, Italy

Zebulon Taintor
New York University, USA

Anna Meneghelli
Azienda Ospedaliera Niguarda Ca’ Granda, Milan, Italy

John Talbott
University of Maryland, Baltimore, USA

Roberto Mezzina
Azienda per i Servizi Sanitari, Trieste, Italy

Michele Tansella
Università di Verona, Italy

Joanna Moncrieff
University College London , United Kingdom

Graham Thornicroft
King’s College London, United Kingdom

Soumitra Pathare
Ruby Hall Clinic, Pune, India

René Van der Male
Clientenbond, Utrecht , The Netherlands

Frances Priester
New York State Office of Mental Health, New York, USA

Robert Van Voren
Federation Global Initiative on Psychiatry ,
BG Hilversum, The Netherlands
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CONGRESS OUTLINE
SATURDAY 10 NOVEMBER
AFTERNOON
AUDITORIUM
Opening session
Opening address
Keynote address
Roundtable
Welcome reception

SUNDAY 11 NOVEMBER
MORNING
Red Hall

Symposium

Blue Hall

Symposium

Yellow Hall 1

Yellow Hall 2

Yellow Hall 3

White Hall 1

White Hall 2

Meet the expert

Meet the expert

Meet the expert

Meet the expert

Meet the expert

Symposium

Symposium

Symposium

Symposium

Symposium

Blue Hall - Main Symposium 2
Beyond disability: new approaches to functional assessment

Red Hall - Main Symposium 1
Social determinants of mental disorders
Oral
presentations

Oral
presentations

Oral
presentations

Oral
presentations

Oral
presentations

Oral
presentations

Oral
presentations

13.00 - 15.00 Poster presentations (authors are invited to stand near their poster to answer questions from the audience)
AFTERNOON
Oral
presentations

Oral
presentations

Oral
presentations

Oral
presentations

Red Hall - Main Symposium 3
Role of Non-Governmental Organizations in mental health care
Symposium
Oral
presentations

WAPR
Assembly

Oral
presentations

Oral
presentations

Oral
presentations

Blue Hall - Main Symposium 4
Advances in drug treatment of severe mental disorders

Symposium

Symposium

Symposium

Symposium

Video session

Oral
presentations

Oral
presentations

Oral
presentations

Oral
presentations

Oral
presentations
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CONGRESS OUTLINE
MONDAY 12 NOVEMBER
MORNING
Red Hall

Symposium

Blue Hall

Yellow Hall 1

Yellow Hall 2

Meet the expert

Meet the expert

Meet the expert

Symposium

Symposium

Symposium

Oral
presentations

Workshop

White Hall 1

White Hall 2

Meet the expert

Meet the expert

Symposium

Symposium

Blue Hall - Main Symposium 6
Human rights: challenges raised by the implementation of the UN Convention

Red Hall - Main Symposium 5
Early detection and intervention
Oral
presentations

Yellow Hall 3

Oral
presentations

Oral
presentations

Oral
presentations

Oral
presentations

Oral
presentations

13.00 - 15.00 Poster presentations (authors are invited to stand near their poster to answer questions from the audience)
AFTERNOON
Blue Hall - Main Symposium 8
Recovery-oriented practices

Red Hall - Main Symposium 7
Mental health care in low resource settings

Oral
presentations

Symposium

Symposium

Symposium

Symposium

Symposium

Video session

Oral
presentations

Oral
presentations

Oral
presentations

Oral
presentations

Oral
presentations

Video session

TUESDAY 13 NOVEMBER
MORNING
Red Hall

Blue Hall

Yellow Hall 1

Yellow Hall 2

Yellow Hall 3

Oral presentations

Oral presentations

Oral presentations

Oral presentations

Closing session
Head-to-head debate
Roundtable
Keynote address
12.30 Closing ceremony, Poster award
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CALL FOR PAPERS
INSTRUCTIONS FOR SUBMITTING ABSTRACTS
WAPR 2012 welcomes the submission of abstracts for symposia, workshops, posters, oral and video
presentations. Final selection of abstracts will be done by WAPR Scientific Committee by 31 July 2012.
Before preparing and typing your abstract, please read carefully the instructions on the website:
www.wapr2012.org
THE DEADLINE FOR ABSTRACT SUBMISSION IS 15 JUNE 2012 midnight Central European Time.
Abstracts received after 15 June 2012 or incorrectly drawn up will not be accepted.
• Abstract can only be submitted on line through website (www.WAPR2012.org).
Abstracts received by fax will not be considered: should you have any problems with the online submission,
please, contact the Organizing Secretariat AIM Group International (wapr2012@aimgroup.eu)
• Abstracts may be typed in English, French, Spanish or Italian
• The text should be arranged according to the following headings: objective, design and method, results and conclusions
• The Scientific Committee will accept abstracts for the Scientific Program on scientific merit.
Abstracts will not be included in the final Program unless registration documents and payment fees in full are set up
• The complete abstract must not exceed 200 words; all abbreviations must be defined the first time they 		
appear in the text, before being used as an abbreviation only
• It is the author’s responsibility to submit a correct abstract; any errors in spelling, grammar or scientific fact will
be reproduced as typed by the author, if accepted.
Please follow carefully the instructions reported in the online pages and fill in all the requested fields, in order to
guarantee a correct and complete publication of the text.
Changes to abstracts can only be accepted until the deadline and can be added in the text using the User ID and
Password received upon submission
• Should the author wish to withdraw the abstract after the deadline, he/she will have to inform the Organizing
Secretariat by email.
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CALL FOR PAPERS
NOTIFICATION OF ACCEPTANCE OR REJECTION
Notification of acceptance or rejection will be sent to the corresponding author by 31 July 2012.
Acknowledgement of receipt of the submission will be sent to the e-mail address stated under section “Personal details”.
The corresponding author will receive all correspondence concerning the abstract and is responsible for informing
the other authors of the status of the abstract.
POSTER PRESENTATIONS
It is planned on Sunday, 11 November and on Monday, 12 November, from 13.00 to 15.00: authors are invited to
stand near their posters in order to introduce them and answer questions from the audience.
AWARD FOR BEST POSTER
During the Closing Ceremony the best poster will be awarded and will be granted a fee of Euro 500,00.
TECHNICAL INFORMATION FOR ORAL PRESENTATIONS
• Only Power Point presentations are accepted
• Do not include live links to the Internet. If you wish to show web pages use screen shots within your Power
Point presentation
• Presentations will be saved in the Speakers Preview Room and run in the session room by LAN network: you
will still be in control of moving your slides back and forth
• Room set-up is theatre style. All rooms are equipped with a lectern, microphone, projector, screen, laser pointer
and computer (operating system Windows).
TECHNICAL INFORMATION FOR VIDEO PRESENTATION
• Congress meeting rooms are equipped with the most common video formats: MPG (MPEG), WMV, AVI.
Speakers using different video formats should bring the relevant codec installation package with them
• Movies should not exceed 50 MB each (in order to guarantee that the video shows up smoothly)
• Always bring your movies on DVD or other support, and inform the technicians at the Preview Room at least 3
hours before your presentation is scheduled
• It is not possible to show simultaneously a PowerPoint presentation and a video, as there is only 1 projector in
each meeting room
• Audio files can be in English, French, Spanish or Italian. Subtitles and/or translations are within the author’s
discretion
• For MAC users: if the presentation or video has been made with MAC, speakers should go to the Slide Centre
much in advance in order to make the necessary conversion. If this is not possible, Speakers can have their
MAC connected in the meeting room, provided that they bring the right VGA adaptor.
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CALL FOR PAPERS
CONGRESS BLOG
In the Congress web site you will find a Congress blog, which has been opened with a main purpose: to give you
an instrument in case you wish to organize a Symposium and you are looking for co-authors. In order to make it
work properly, you should write your message, indicating a topic and your email address in the text area. The blog
is moderated by the Organizing Secretariat and messages will be selected before publication.
Other messages or suggestions which can be considered relevant to WAPR 2012 are welcome.
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REGISTRATION FEES
Registrations fee
(in Euros 21% VAT included)

Early
registration
Within 31/08/2012

Standard
registration
After 31/08/2012

1

Doctors WAPR members

390

450

2

Doctors WAPR non-members

450

510

3

Other professionals WAPR members

200

240

4

Other professionals WAPR non-members

260

300

5

Relatives

60

90

6

Students*

90

120

7

Low income and Lower-middle income countries - doctors**

90

120

8

Low income and Lower-middle income countries - others**

60

70

9

Accompanying persons

60

60

Free

Free

10 Consumers

*Students must submit copy of their student card or a certificate from their learning institution as proof.
**World Bank Country Classification
http://data.worldbank.org/about/country-classifications/country-and-lending-groups
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REGISTRATION FEES
Delegate’s fee includes:
• admission to the Opening Ceremony and Welcome Reception
• unlimited access to scientific sessions
• access to the exhibition
• a full set of congress materials
• lunches and coffee breaks.
Accompanying person’s fee includes:
• admission to the Opening Ceremony, Welcome Reception and Closing Ceremony.
PLEASE NOTE : Accompanying persons will not be admitted to the scientific sessions, exhibition and catering
area.
You can register electronically for the congress via the congress website at
www.wapr2012.org
VISA REQUESTS
Depending on your citizenship, you may need to obtain a visa before coming to Italy. Visit the web site www.
esteri.it/visti/index_eng.asp – at least 4 months before the Congress date – in order to find out if it is the case and,
consequently, get prepared to collect the necessary documents in due time for the application to the Italian
Diplomatic and Consular Representations in your country of residence.
The Congress Organizing Secretariat will issue the standard Visa invitation letter upon request.
TERMS, CONDITIONS AND CANCELLATIONS
Please note that registration will be processed only when accompanied by the total payment.
A confirmation message will be then sent by the Organizing Secretariat AIM Group International.
• The original invoice will be sent by e-mail
• Notification of cancellation must be sent in writing to the Organizing Secretariat: if received
within 1 September, the full refund is foreseen less a 30% administrative charge
• No refunds will be made for cancellations received after this date
• All approved refunds will be processed and issued 60 days after the Meeting.
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SOCIAL PROGRAM
Welcome Reception
After the Opening Session, participants, accompanying persons and exhibitors are invited to attend the Welcome
Reception, which will take place in the foyers of the Congress Venue.
The Welcome Reception is included in the registration fee.
Congress Dinner
The Congress dinner is scheduled on Monday, November 12. It will be an opportunity to spend a night together,
experiencing the traditionally genuine Italian cuisine and hospitality.
Participation cost	Early booking	Late booking
(21% VAT included)
within 31/08/2012
after 31/08/2012
		

Euro 50,00

Euro 60,00

Please note: depending on the availability, it will also be possible to book the dinner on-site during the meeting.
The participation to the dinner is confirmed only when accompanied by the total payment.
A confirmation message will be sent by the Organizing Secretariat AIM Group International.
• The original invoice will be sent by e-mail
• Notification of cancellation must be sent in writing to the Organizing Secretariat: if received
within 1 September, the full refund will be given less a 30% administrative charge
• No refunds will be made for cancellations received after this date
• All approved refunds will be processed and issued 60 days after the Congress.
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VENUE AND LOCAL INFORMATION
MICO MILAN CONVENTION CENTRE

MiCo – Milano Congressi
Via Gattamelata 5
North Wing Entrance Gate 14 and Gate 15
www.micmilano.it
ABOUT MILAN
How to reach the Congress Venue by metro
Red Line 1: get off at “Amendola” – 1 km from MiCo Centre – or stop at “Cadorna”, leave the Metro and go up to the railway
station above: take any train and get off at “Domodossola” – just 400 m from MiCo Centre.
Green Line 2: get off at “Cadorna”, leave the Metro and go up to the railway station above: take any train and get off at
“Domodossola” – just 400 m from MiCo Centre. Or switch to the Red Line 1 (Rho Fiera Milano direction) and get off at
“Amendola” – 1 km from MiCo Centre.
Yellow Line 3: get off at “Duomo”, switch to the Red Line 1 (Rho Fiera Milano direction) and get off at “Amendola” – 1 km
from MiCo Centre. Or stop at “Cadorna”, leave the Metro and go up to the railway station above: take any train and get off at
“Domodossola” – just 400 m from MiCo Centre.
Travel to Milan
Milan International airports are Linate and Malpensa. The first, managing domestic and short-haul international flights,
is 20 minutes driving from downtown. The second, which is the largest, is 40 km from downtown.
Useful info on www.sea-aeroportimilano.it.
Orio al Serio Airport, located 45 km from the city, is the reference for low-cost companies offering flights to Milan.
Useful info on www.sacbo.it.
Milano Centrale is Italy’s second-largest railway station in terms of size and traffic volume, with around 600 trains per
day. It is located in the heart of the city. Useful info on www.grandistazioni.it.
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VENUE AND LOCAL INFORMATION
Public transport
Milan has a comprehensive transport network run by Azienda Trasporti Milanesi (ATM). Services operate daily from
6.00 to 24.00 hrs.
Tickets can be bought from newsagents, tobacconists, most coffee bars and automatic selling machine at major metro and
bus stops. No tickets available on the buses. The metro has three lines: red (MM1), green (MM2), yellow (MM3). The
lines converge at Duomo, Stazione Centrale, Loreto and Cadorna.
Taxis

Taxis are white and can be hailed on the streets. It is better to hire them at taxi ranks. Telephone booking is possible and
run by cooperatives at the following numbers: 02 6767, 02 4040, 02 8585, 02 6969.

Climate
In winter, temperatures in Milan are usually cold with possible precipitation.
Currency
The official currency in Italy is Euro (€).
Electricity
Voltage is 220V AC, 50 Hz. Plugs have two or three round pins. Foreign voltage could require an adapter.
Useful numbers
Ambulance: dial 118
Police: dial 113
Fire brigade: dial 115
Milan City Emergency Doctor Service: dial 02 34567
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HOTEL ACCOMMODATION
The official Housing Bureau and Travel Agency of the Congress AIM Group International has reserved a large number of
rooms at preferential rates in different price categories hotels in Milan for the period of the Congress.
Reservation is guaranteed until 30 October 2012.
Information on booking
• Each reservation will be processed ONLY if accompanied by credit card details which are requested as a guarantee
• A reservation fee of Euro 20,00 (VAT 21% included) will be charged to the given credit card upon confirmation of the
booking. AIM Group International will issue an invoice for the charged reservation fee and a voucher will be sent out as
confirmation
• The credit card will be only kept as a guarantee for the hotel reservation. The total amount will be requested by the hotel
upon check-out. The hotel will issue an invoice directly upon check out
• Any change or cancellation of the hotel reservation must be sent in writing to AIM Group International (by regular e-mail
or fax), who reserves the right to charge the given credit card with the following cancellation fees:
Before September 30, 2012 only the reservation fee (Euro 20,00) will be charged
Before October 30, 2012

one night accommodation will be charged

After October 30, 2012

100% of the foreseen total number of nights will be charged.
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Hotel List (updated May 2012)
Room type**
HOTEL

CAT

MELIA’ MILANO
Via Masaccio 19 - Milano

5*

ADMIRAL
Via Domodossola 16 - Milano

4*

ATAHOTEL EXECUTIVE
Viale Don L. Sturzo 45 - Milano

SGL
€

Driving distance

DSO
€

DBL
€

129.00

154.00

139.00

159.00

4*

120.00

140.00

Welcome drink

MM2 Porta
Garibaldi

8 mins

3,5 Km

BEST WESTERN FELICE CASATI
Via F. Casati 18 - Milano

4*

110.00

130.00

Welcome drink

MM1 Porta
Venezia

15
mins

5 Km

CAPITOL
Via Cimarosa 6 - Milano

4*

105.00

130.00

Welcome drink
+ free WiFi

MM1 Pagano

10
mins

2,1 Km

CRISTOFORO COLOMBO
C.so Buenos Aires 3 - Milano

4*

120.00

140.00

Welcome drink

MM1 Porta
Venezia

15
mins

5,5 Km

CROWNE PLAZA MILAN CITY
Via Melchiorre Gioia 73 - Milano

4*

130.00

160.00

Welcome drink

MM3 Sondrio

15
mins

5 Km

HILTON MILAN
Via L. Galvani 12 - Milano

4*

185.00

210.00

Free Gym

MM2/3 Centrale FS

15
mins

5 Km

BEST WESTERN MOZART
Piazza Gerusalemme 6 - Milano

4*

110.00

120.00

Welcome drink
+ free WiFi

walking distance
(10 mins)

1 Km

POLIZIANO
Via A. Poliziano 11 - Milano

4*

140.00

150.00

1 hour Wi Fi
connection
included

walking distance
(10 mins)

1 Km

UNAHOTEL SCANDINAVIA
Via Fauchè 11 - Milano

4*

145.00

155.00

Welcome
drink + free
gym and sauna

walking
distance (15
mins)

1,7 Km

ENTERPRISE
Corso Sempione 91 - Milano

4*S

129.00

149.00

Free gym + Free
WiFi

walking distance
(5 mins)

0,9 Km

MILAN MARRIOTT
Via Washington 66 - Milano

4*

140.00

160.00

Welcome drink

Bus Line 90

119.00

90.00

135.00

Complimentary
Upgrades

Nearest public
transportation to
get to the venue

Free Gym

walking distance
(15 mins)

1,1 Km

walking distance
(5 mins)

0,3 Km
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Hotel List
Room type**
HOTEL

CAT
€

MINIHOTEL PORTELLO
Via Guglielmo Silva 12 - Milano

4*

BEST WESTERN GALLES
Piazza Lima 2 - Milano

Driving Distance

SGL
€

DSO
€

DBL

Complimentary
Upgrades

Nearest public
transportation to
get to the venue

120.00

129.00

4*

NH TOURING
Via Ugo Tarchetti, 2 - Milano

150.00

Free WiFi

walking distance
(10 mins)

170.00

175.00

Welcome
drink+free
WiFi, gym,
sauna & turkish
bath

MM1 Lima

15 mins

6 Km

4*

145.00

155.00

Welcome drink

MM3
Repubblica/Turati

15 mins

4,5
Km

RADISSON BLU
Via Villapizzone 24 - Milano

4*

110.00

130.00

Tramway Line
12 +
Bus Line 78

11 mins

4,1
Km

REGINA
Via C. Correnti 13 - Milano

4*

160.00

170.00

Free WiFi

MM2
Sant’Ambrogio

15 mins

4 Km

STARHOTEL ROSA GRAND
(tariffa lancio)
Piazza Fontana 3 - Milano

4*

220.00

280.00

Welcome drink
or free WiFi

MM1 Duomo

20 mins

5 Km

STARHOTEL RITZ
(tariffa lancio)
Via Spallanzani 40 - Milano

4*

160.00

160.00

Welcome drink
+ free gym and
sauna

MM1 Lima /
Porta Venezia

15 mins

6 Km

MINIHOTEL TIZIANO
Via Tiziano, 6 - Milano

4*

105.00

130.00

Free WiFi

walking distance
(23 mins)

6 mins

2,9
Km

IDEA HOTEL CORSO GENOVA
Via Conca del Naviglio 20 - Milano

3*

80.00

100.00

Welcome drink

MM2
Sant’Ambrogio

15 mins

4,5
Km

PALAZZO DELLE STELLINE
Corso Magenta, 61 - Milano

3*

100.00

120.00

Cadorna
Railway Station

10 mins

4,2
Km

90.00

**Note: SGL = single room; DSO = double for single use room; DBL = double room
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Hostel List
Cheap Youth Hostels are available in Milan for those willing to reserve low budget accommodation. If interested in this kind of
housing, please check the descriptions in the Congress website and contact the hostels directly.
Driving distance
HOSTEL

Nearest public transportation suggested
to get to the venue

Time

Distance

HOSTEL LA CORDATA
Via Burigozzo, 11 - Milano

Cadorna Railway Station

16 mins

6,6 Km

HOSTEL AIG
Via Salmoiraghi, corner Via Calliano - Milano

Walking distance (18 mins)

HOSTEL EL DIABLO
Corso 22 Marzo, 43 - Milano

Milan Dateo Railway Station

16 mins

7,6 Km

HOSTEL BELLO
Via Medici, 4 - Milano

Cadorna Railway Station

14 mins

5,3 Km

1,7 Km
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SIGHTSEEING
DISCOVER MILAN AND SURROUNDINGS
We have selected for WAPR2012 participants and accompanying persons two half-day tour proposals to discover essential
Milan and make the most of your stay.
Tours are organised by Zani Group, our selected partner and experienced travel agency.
From the Congress website, you will find the link to access the page for tours reservation

Proposal 1 - GRAN TOUR OF MILANO (half day)

The tour is about 3 hours and a half, partly walking and partly by bus.
You will discover Milan’s Castle - Castello Sforzesco - the home of the myghty Sforza dynasty that ruled Milan during the
Renaissance period, with its courtyards and Michelangelo’s widely known Pietà Rondanini (Museum of Ancient Art). The bus
will take you through a nice panoramic view of the heart of the City. A guided visit of La Scala Opera House and its Museum
will introduce you to one of the most famous symbol of Milan. A sight to the freshly scrubbed cathedral, the Duomo, heart and
soul of Milan and a walking tour of Galleria Vittorio Emanuele II will close the visit.
Price per person: 90,00€ (what is included: private bus, English speaking dedicated professional guide, entrance fees for
Museum of Ancient Art, La Scala Museum, Duomo, all taxes).
IMPORTANT: the tour will take place on Sunday, 11 November only if the minimum number of 15 participants is reached.
Deadline for reservation: 19 October 2012
Should the tour be cancelled in case the minimum number indicated is not reached, you will be informed as soon as possible
via email and reimbursed for the amount paid.

Proposal 2 - BRERA AND THE PINACOTECA (half day)

This is a walking tour in the Milan’s bohemian quarter, as it is still considered although few artists could afford to live in the
Brera district now. A popular haunt for strolling, dining and browsing in up-market boutiques and unusual shops.
Brera is a magnet for art lovers thanks to its Pinacoteca, the National Art Gallery, housed in a magnificent old convent: the
guide will take you though the different halls where you can enjoy the main works: Andrea Mantegna’s masterpiece, The
Dead Christ, Veronese’s Last Supper – very different in style from da Vinci’s depiction of events. Also on show are pieces by
Raphael, Bellini, Rembrandt, Goya, Caravaggio and van Dyck.
The tour will end with a visit to the Church of San Marco, where a large number of 16th-century paintings by members of
Lombard school can be seen in the baroque interior.
Price per person: 45,00€ (what is included: English speaking dedicated professional guide, entrance fee for Pinacoteca).
IMPORTANT: the tour will take place on Sunday, 11 November only if the minimum number of 15 participants is reached.
Deadline for reservation: 19 October 2012
Should the tour be cancelled in case the minimum number indicated is not reached, you will be informed as soon as possible
via email and reimbursed for the amount paid.
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Proposal 3 - VERONA AND GARDA LAKE (full day)

The city of the tragic love story of Romeo and Juliet is one of Italy’s most beautiful cities. Known as piccola Roma (little
Rome) for its importance in imperial days, its golden era came during the 13th and 14th centuries under the Della Scala family
(also known as the Scaligeri). The guide will show you the heart of Verona: the nice Piazza delle Erbe; the pink marble Roman
Arena - where Placido Domingo made his debut; the famous Casa di Giulietta, with its narrow balcony: Romantics and
Shakespear funs cannot miss it!
Free time for lunch and then, you will go to Sirmione, a wonderful town on the Lago di Garda, bookended by a castle at its
entrance and a maze of Roman ruins on its headland.
Price per person: 110,00€ (what is included: private bus, English speaking dedicated professional guide in Verona, English
speaking dedicated accompanying person, entrance fee for the Arena).
Estimated return to Milan: 19.00 hrs
IMPORTANT: the tour will take place on Sunday 11 November only if the minimum number of 15 participants is reached.
Deadline for reservation: 19 October 2012
Should the tour be cancelled in case the minimum number indicated is not reached, you will be informed as soon as possible
via email and reimbursed for the amount paid.
Please consider that Zani Group will do its best in order to maintain tours even in case of unforseen events.
Zani Group has a varied catalogue of proposals: if you are not satisfied with WAPR 2012 selection you can choose among all
the others. These are open to anybody and not reserved to WAPR 2012 participants.
Please visit www.zaniviaggi.it
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MILAN BY YOURSELF
Milan, a city with a historic heart and modern vitality
Milan is the engine which powers the Italian economy, producing 10% of GDP. It is the seat of 10 separate universities and
25% of all Italian research is conducted here. Each year more than four million tourists stay in its numerous city hotels.
The Ancient Romans called it “Mediolanum” since it was in the centre of the great connecting roads of the time. It is still
one Europe’s most welcoming cities, and getting here is easy: 364,000 flights a year arrive from over 200 destinations, while
about 25,000 rooms are spread across 380 hotels. The system is rooted not only in manufacturing but in services, culture,
showbusiness, art, cinema, television, volunteering, fashion, sport and research.
Milan also has an ancient past, as it was capital of the Western Roman Empire, and boasts a unique artistic heritage of which
Da Vinci’s Last Supper, the Duomo and La Scala theatre are just a few examples. Today Milan is the modern global capital of
fashion and design, a shopper’s paradise and a vibrant, fashionable city full of things to do and lively nightlife.
Milan is the ideal location for meetings and conferences thanks to its role as undisputed business and financial capital of
Italy. It is also home of the financial markets and is the base for all of the country’s multinationals, making Milan a confirmed
international metropolis. Its fine aesthetic traditions are upheld in new projects carried out in the city by star architects like
Norman Foster, Zaha Hadid, Arata Isozaki, Daniel Libeskind and Renzo Piano. The city also enjoys an enviable setting in
Lombardy. Filled with enchanting art cities, this is the Italian region with the largest natural parks and splendid lakes - like
Como – surrounded by mountains, and is a paradise for both mountaineers and skiers. The region strong attachment to its
longstanding traditions is reflected in the unforgettable flavours of internationally renowned local cuisine and wine.
We have selected some of the web sites you can surf to discover the city and get ready to make the most of your Congress days:
www.travelplan.it/milan_guide.htm
www.aboutmilan.com
www.hellomilano.it
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MILAN BY YOURSELF
A small selection of sights or things to do you cannot miss...
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4A drink at the Happy Hour (from 18.30 to 20.30) in the Navigli district or in the area around Corso Sempione
visit to Leonardo da Vinci’s Last Supper (early reservation is highly recommended through the website
4The
www.cenacolovinciano.net)
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ORGANIZING SECRETARIAT

AIM GROUP INTERNATIONAL
Milan Office
Via G. Ripamonti 129, 20141 Milan, Italy
Phone +39 02 566011
Fax +39 02 56609045
E-mail wapr2012@aimgroup.eu
Web www.wapr2012.org

FOR INDIVIDUAL AND GROUP HOTEL RESERVATIONS

AIM GROUP INTERNATIONAL
Via G. Ripamonti 129, 20141 Milan, Italy
Phone +39 02 566011
Fax +39 02 56609043
E-mail wapr2012.hotel@aimgroup.eu
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